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Established on July 1, 2005, Community Living BC (CLBC) is mandated under the Community Living Authority Act and originated from a grass roots movement led by families and self-advocates who wanted a government funded organization to focus on their unique needs.

In Fall 2001, the Ministry of Children and Family Development (MCFD) released a discussion paper on community living services that challenged the status quo and recognized that significant work was already in progress in the community around system reform. 

The subsequent transition from government to community based governance for community living services was defined by the Community Living Transition Steering Committee (CLTSC). Created in 2002, the CLTSC was made up of 25 community and professional representatives. On October 28, 2002, the CLTSC released a report ‘A new Vision for Community Living…a vision of choice and change’ recommending a province wide governance authority called Community Living British Columbia (CLBC) to be established to provide services to adults with developmental disabilities and children with special needs.


February 1, 2010 – CLBC starts accepting applications for the Personalized Supports Initiative, which focuses supports on the new group of adults.

November 1, 2009 – Responsibility for services to children and youth with special needs are transferred back to MCFD.

October 31, 2009 – A regulatory change is deposited for CLBC eligibility criteria – making a distinct new group of adults eligible to receive supports.

June 2008 – Ministry of Housing and Social Development becomes responsible for Community Living BC’s adult service delivery.

April 2008 – CLBC hires its first Employment Initiative Manager to promote employment first culture in BC for adults eligible for CLBC supports, a partnership 
between CLBC and MHSD.

April 2008 – New First Nations Advisor position created.

December 2007 – Family Leadership Intern established to provide CLBC with a family perspective in the development of policy, programs and services that impact individuals and families.

October 2007 - First family to receive Individualized Funding in British Columbia.

July 1, 2005 – Community Living Authority Act is proclaimed and Community Living BC is established to empower people with developmental disabilities.

October 2002 – The government completes passage of the Community Services Interim Authorities Act and appoints a Board of Directors to oversee planning and implementation for devolution of services to an independent authority.

April 2002 – The provincial government establishes the Community Living Transition Steering Committee (CLTSC), comprised of 25 community and professional representatives, and asks them to make recommendations and design systems to transfer community living services to a new provincial authority.

October 2001 – The Ministry of Children and Family Development releases a discussion paper on community living services that challenges the status quo and recognizes that significant work is already in progress in the community around system reform.
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